
 

Monterey Community Survey on the Health of Lake Garfield 

Organized by the Lake Garfield Working Group 

May 2017 

 

Introduction 

The Lake Garfield Working Group (LGWG) was established by the Select Board based on the shared 

recognition that “Lake Garfield is a Monterey town treasure.” This appointed group includes four 

Monterey resident representatives, two Friends of Lake Garfield representatives (plus one alternate), 

and one representative each from the Conservation Commission and the Select Board.  

Our vision is "A healthy, safe, and accessible Lake Garfield." Our mission is “Supporting town residents 

and public servants in making informed decisions about the health, safety, and accessibility to Lake 

Garfield,” with a primary focus on the health of the lake and its watershed. We have held monthly open 

meetings since September 2016. 

Survey Purpose 

The LGWG wants its work to be embedded in and relevant to the interests and views of the larger 
Monterey community. This survey represents an effort to collect your inputs, as a community member, 
to help inform our work going forward. Thank you for taking 5 minutes to complete our survey. 
Anonymous, synthesized results will be shared through an upcoming Monterey News article. 

 

1) Survey Respondent Information 
 

a. Please check all that apply: 

 I am a full-time resident of Monterey 

 I am a part-time resident of Monterey 

 I have deeded access to the Lake Garfield shoreline 

 I have the right to vote in Monterey 

I exercise my right to vote in Monterey at approximately 0% , 25% , 50% , 75% , 100%  of Town 
Meetings 

 

 



 

b. How do you use the Lake and to what extent? Please check one response per activity. 

 Not at all 1-5 times per 
year 

6-10 times per 
year 

11-15 times 
per year 

more than 15 
times per year 

Swimming at 
public beach 
or elsewhere 
on lake by 
public access 
 

     

Swimming at 
private beach 
or elsewhere 
on lake by 
private access 
 

     

Motor-boating 
     

Paddling or 
sailing 
 

     

Fishing 
 
 

     

Artistic/nature 
inspiration 
 

     

Other: Please 
list activity 
 

     

 

2. In your own words, how would you describe/define a “healthy Lake Garfield”? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 



 

3. Severity of Threats to Lake Garfield Health 
 

a. Do you believe that the health of Lake Garfield is currently threatened? 

 yes    no 

 

b. If ‘no,’ please skip to question 6. If ‘yes,’ please rank each potential threat on the scale below 
based on your current understanding: 

 Not a threat Minimal threat Threat Significant 
threat 

Very 
significant 
threat 

Faulty septic 
systems 
around the 
Lake 
 

     

Use of 
chemical 
fertilizers on 
lawns around 
the Lake 
 

     

Motorboat 
usage on the 
Lake 
 

     

Eurasian 
milfoil growth 
in Lake 
 

     

Usage of 
chemical 
herbicides in 
the Lake 
 

     

Climate 
change 
 

     

Other: 
 
 

     

 

 



 

4. Financing Management of Threats to Lake Garfield Health 

If one or more of the above factors are considered by sufficient Town residents to be a threat to the 
health of the Lake, then long-term, management measures are needed. These measures will require 
ongoing funding in order to be properly implemented. 

a. In total, what do you consider a reasonable annual sum for management measures aimed at 
protecting the health of the Lake? Please check one response. 

 $0 

 $1 – 12,500 

 $12,501 - 25,000 

 $25,001 – 50,000 

 $50,001 – 100,000 

 $100,001 – 200,000 

 $200,001 or more 

 

b. What should be the source of this funding? Please indicate percentages for each of the 
following, totalling 100%: 

Funding Source 
 

Percentage of 
Funding Generated 

Town taxpayers (generated through Town Hall Meeting votes) 
 _______ % 

As a line item in the Town budget 
_______ % 

Lake Garfield Tax District (generated via special tax on homeowners with 
deeded access or within the geographic Lake District around Lake Garfield) _______ % 

Personal Donations (from Monterey community members to the LGWG) 
 _______ % 

State Grants 
_______ % 

Federal Grants 
_______ % 

Other Source:  
_______ % 

Total 
 

100% 

 



 

5. Your Participation in Protecting Lake Garfield Health 

How do you want to support the health of Lake Garfield? Please check all that apply. 

 I will attend monthly, open meetings of the LGWG, when able 

 I will read monthly LGWG articles in the Monterey News 

 I will inform myself about relevant Lake research via the LGWG page on the Monterey Town website 

 

As a property owner or user of the Lake, I will take pro-active steps such as: 

  Replace my old or failing septic system 

  Refrain from using chemical fertilizers on my lawn 

 Refrain from navigating my boat or swimming through areas where milfoil grows (milfoil 
spreads via fragmentation) 

  Other: _______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 If organized by the LGWG, I would participate in a Public Forum on a topic such as Lake Health 
Management Strategies 

 I would potentially join Action Teams emerging from the above Forum 

I am available to volunteer some of my time on: 

  Grant writing to help secure funding for lake health management 

  Raising awareness about the importance of lake health 

  Organized action projects to implement management measures (such as hand-pulling) 

 I would like to make a donation to the LGWG for the purpose of paying for future lake health 
management in the amount of: 

$ ______________ 

 Other supportive activities: ____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 



 

6. Optional 

Any other comments or ideas: 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

7. Optional 

If you wish, you may share the following information with us. This will not be made public and would 
only be used to communicate with you regarding LGWG matters. 

First and last name: ____________________________________________________________________ 

Address: _____________________________________________________________________________ 

Email Address: ________________________________________________________________________ 

Telephone number: ____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Thank you! 

Thank you for having completed our survey. As mentioned, anonymous, synthesized results will be 
shared through an upcoming Monterey News article. 

The LGWG holds open, public meetings in Town Hall on the second Monday of each month at 7pm. You 
are most welcome to attend! 


